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DAVID GRIMES’ STAR
Put a loop of string on one hand and put one of the lines hanging down around the hand. Pull on the two on the palm and you have the string doubled. 

Put that doubled loop on one hand, thumb and little finger. On the other hand use the index. 
Bring that hand with the thumb and little finger over and come down from the TOP into the palmar loop and twist. 

Stand your hands up as if you were to clap. 
Open the thumb and little finger and you have 
the star.



India was a VIM (Volunteers in Mission) trip with 
the Methodist church. There were twelve of us, 
with one who was raised in India, and his grown 
daughter who helped plan the trip. 

One of the highlights of the trip was being invited 
to an Indian Wedding. The first night we arrived, 
the women went to the brides home to have the 
henna tattoos put on their arms and hands. The 
next night we all went to a rented park where 500 
people enjoyed Indian music. The costumes of the 
bride and groom were very elegant. There was a 
buffet of Indian foods. The third night we went 
to the actual wedding. We did not go early to see 
the groom arrive in a carriage pulled with white 
horses. Much ritual and another buffet ended this 
wonderful experience.

During the 
day we did the 
mission things. 
We were at 
Webb Memorial 
Girls School and 
had sent funds 
to provide a 
bathing area and 
washing area. 
We inspected 
those and had a 
nice welcoming 
reception by the 
170 girls. The 
team painted 
while I did 
strings with the 
girls. The next 
day I went to the 
Webb Memorial 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School and did 
strings figures 
with about 800 
students. The 
girls were very 
proud that they 
could do some 
of the things 
already. 

The next day I worked with the Webb Memorial 
Secondary students, 600 of them, and then 
we went to a boys school for a reception and 
of course, I did a string program with them. 
The district superintendent was there and very 
impressed with the possibilities for strings.

We went to two grand celebrations at the Vo-Tech 
and the Girls Hostel. Great entertainment with 
costumes, stage lights and a buffet. This was the 
first time for VIM to be in India and we were 
looking around to see what were the possibilities 
for future mission.

We also took a trip to Delhi and on to Agra 
where we saw the Taj Mahal at sunrise and also 
in the middle of the day. What an experience!  I 

usually do not do much sight seeing so this was 
wonderful. 

On the way home we spent time at Gandhi’s home 
and two of his memorials. We also went to the 
Lotus Temple. These were wonderful experiences 
but very exhausting. Up early and at the hotel late 
to eat; then up early again. I could not keep that 
up too long.

One time of note was when the team was shopping 
in a center and I was out with the drivers doing 
string. Wow, does it work with all ages. We had so 
much fun that one of the store keepers came out 
and ask us to move because customers could not 
come in. I had a great time and enjoyed meeting 
some very dedicated people.

INDIA



I went on a humanitarian trip 
to Peru with a group of people 
from Edmond, OK in July of 
2010. The team was divided, 
with some constructing the 
frame for a community center 
in a refugee center, and the
other conducting two different 
medical and eyeglass clinics 
for the people in these refugee 
centers. This VIM (Volunteer 
in Mission) trip was sponsored 
through Edmond First United 
Methodist Church.

The people in this center 
live on the desert outskirts 
of Chincha, Peru about 160 
miles from Lima on the coast 
in small square shacks made 
of woven bamboo. It doesn’t 
rain there so the roof was just 
another sheet of this woven bamboo. They walk 
to get water from the river. Electricity is in part of 
the camp.

I worked with people coming to the clinic. 
Sometimes the onlookers get in the way of the 
needed medical activities and I was able to draw 
them away from that activity to work with string 
figures. I was also able to work with some of the 
children who came. Four different boys came 
back again and again to learn more and more. 
They were really hooked on this activity.

I also visited a school in the Refugee 
center and worked with those 300 
children. The teachers were so 
appreciative to have a new activity for 
these children. They are bright children 
with no artistic or creative outlet. It was 
great to give them each a bright colored 
string and teach them some activities.

I have now added Guinea Pig and 
Alpaca to my list of gastronomical 
challenges. When offered, it is rude to 
refuse. The missionary prayer works 
here... “God, I got it down, you keep 
it down.”

PERU

I went to Mexico with a humanitarian VIM team 
from Walters, Oklahoma. They paid my way 
because they could see the benefits of having 
the “String Man” along. We left at midnight 
and drove all night and half the next day to get 
to San Carlos, Mexico. It was a Construction 
and Medical team. I worked with both groups 
and also went to the local elementary school 
one day and the secondary school another. My 
Spanish is getting good enough for me to go off 
alone and make myself understood.

We had a great time with lots of good food at El 
Presidente’s home. We had a cookout there that 
was out of this world. They took good care of 
us and the rain did not stop us from working.

We did have one of the doctors get sick and she 
rode home in the back of the van I was driving. 
She had an IV held up with one of my strings as 
we did the all night drive back to Walters, OK. 
Sometimes these trips get a little stressful. I did 
develop an ulcer soon after this trip. I wonder 
why?

MEXICO

Above: Dave at the ruins of Machu Picchu



I sometimes get emails from pastors or Christian 
organizers that are interested in String Ministries, 
Inc. They usually want me to come overseas to 
preach and teach. I cannot go everywhere and 
some of these churches/orphanages/missions are 
in places that the State Department suggests I not 
travel to. 
I have started sending them the two evangelization 
DVD’s and a bag of 110 strings as an introduction 
and starter kit. This will be sent free and will cost 
String Ministries about $40 for each kit. I do not 
expect to send a lot but it is much cheaper than me 
traveling to the place. 
If something comes of the introduction to String 
Ministries, Inc. then maybe I can go later. - Dave

Dave has produced a new video titled 
“Exciting Christian String Figures”. 

He worked with 8th graders from St. Charles 
Borromeo School in Oklahoma City to make it. It 
is designed for adults to learn figures to work with 
children, or who are going on mission trips. It will 
also work with older children to view and learn.
Some of the figures include the Creation 
story with a Star, Sun, Crocodile, Flea and 
Man. It also includes the Holy Spirit, Heart 
Beat, Drum and others. The figures are 
shown with clear directions and viewed
from different directions to help the learner. They 
are also shown more than once.
The DVD was produced through String 
Ministries, Inc. The retail cost will be $9.95 
each with a string included. The video is 42 
minutes long. This video and “Sharing with 
String” provide many things to use for Pastors 
Children’s Moments, Sunday School teachers, 
Youth Workers and Missionaries. There are no 
duplications on these videos and will also be fun 
to watch just to learn some new figures. Available 
at www.StringFigureStore.com.

NEW!

 CHANGE 
OF PLANS

Sometimes when you think that a trip is going 
to be very simple, it turns out differently. I had 
a trip to Alaska last year with school bookings 
in Anchorage, Palmer and Wasilla. 
I was staying with a family that had a separate 
apartment with their garage. They loaned me 
the use of the apartment and the use of a pickup 
with studded tires. Wow, was I in good shape. 
Then Mount Redoubt erupted and there were 
ash clouds to follow. We kept track of the 
clouds and where the ash was falling. If it falls 
on your car it can seriously hurt the motor. We 
put panty hose on the air filter to keep out the 
ash. You also have to wash it off or it can ruin 
the paint job.
Only one day did I have to leave the truck in 
the garage and not go out because of the ash. 
Sometimes the ash cloud was very high and the 
ash was falling 100 miles away instead of near 
us. It also closed the airport since the ash can 
ruin motors. When the clouds were going the 
other way, they would open the airport, then 
close it when another eruption took place. I 
had to stay a couple of extra days because the 
planes were backed up trying to get people 
moving again. It is the unexpected things that 
keep me on my toes.

STARTER KITS

HAVING FUN
WITH STRINGS

It is so much fun going to a small village and 
stopping in the square or at the market and 
pulling out my string. All I have to do is one 
figure and I have an audience. Someone wants 
to show me what they know and someone else 
wants me to teach the figure that I just did.
I may go to the local school which is usually 
two or three classrooms of 50 kids or so. There, 
the kids are captivated with the figures, and 
also with trying to listen to English. Often, 
it is the principal or head teacher that is 
translating and some of the kids jump in when 
they have a problem with a term. We all work 
together with English, Sign and gesture to get 
the message across. One of the first terms I 
learn is “like this.” I then start a figure and
say, “Like this, like this, then like this.” Doesn’t 
take much skill in a language to translate love 
and caring for the individual.
After school or later in the day, someone will 
come to me and ask “Do you know this one?” It 
is one that I showed to the other class and they 
have passed it along. As Juan teaches it to Pedro 
and Pedro passes it along to Juanita they think 
it is something just invented or made up. They 
want me to know about it and how smart they 
are to know it. Nothing works like success.
When I go to another country, most of the 
bookings (programs) are not for pay. I am 
there to share love. Love of God and also 
love from the US. We are getting a lot of 
bad publicity abroad. Americans are not held 
in high regard many places. When I leave a 
program or village I want the people to say. 
“Who was that Masked… no, String Man”. 
“Oh, he is a Christian from America.” If that is 
the only message they get, I think it is enough.
Thanks for your support and prayers in making 
this happen.



STRING
MINISTRIES

BOARD: Charles Boyle, Peggy Brock, Reverend Kevin 
King, Hazel Stall, Mayme Strange, Randy Warren, and 
Mike Wood. DIRECTOR: David Titus 

THE PURPOSE OF STRING MINISTRIES: String 
Ministries is a Christian organization founded to share 
the love of Christ through string figures, especially 
working with the people in developing nations, refugees, 
oppressed, imprisoned or disabled. Some examples of 
these would include, but not be exclusive to: leprosy 
patients in Mongolia, reindeer herders of Mongolia, 
Palestinian refugees, aids affected inner city children 
of New York, Alaska Children’s Services group homes, 
children of prisoners, Pokera Drug treatment center 
in Pokera Nepal, isolated Alaskan villages, and East 
European children.
String Ministries would also prepare materials such 
as videos, books, pamphlets or interactive CD’s for 
teaching. These materials would be provided at reduced 
or no cost. Staff would also be available to teach and 
equip people, including such things as teaching at Mis-
sionaries Annual Conference in Nepal and Mongolia, 
speaking at churches and organizations to promote the 
ministry, and other activities as needed. String Ministries 
may also provide strings to missionaries, Volunteer-in-
mission people, special groups, etc. at reduced or no 
cost.

www.StringMinistries.org

Individuals, Churches, and Groups
would you help sponsor a future mission trip?

 A $100 donation would allow over 500 to have fun with 
strings. Please be a part of this joy-filled experience for the 

needy of the world. Donations are tax deductible. 

I am donating $_________________ to String Ministries.

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

Card Number: ___________________________________

Exp. Date: __________  Phone: ____________________

Send mail-in donations with check or money order to:
String Ministries, PO Box 1406, Lawton, OK 73502

Phone (800) 357-9854 or (580) 357-9854
Fax (580) 357-9787 

PAKISTAN SCHOOL
The school in Pakistan that Pastor Swan 
and I started a year and a half ago is up and 
running. We had to buy a building since the 
government would not let us use the church 
building. We now have about 78 students 
enrolled. The school was out for the summer as 
the temperatures reached 130 most days. They 
did install a refrigerated water cooler for the 
students. School is now back in session.
This humanitarian effort, on the part of donors 
here in the US and around the world, is helping 
boys and girls. In one family the grandfather is 
watching the goats so the boy can go to school. 
In other families the parents and grandparents 
are going against family tradition and sending 
the girls. The Government schools have kids 
sitting on the floor, so we have chairs for our 
students. It is amazing how that elevates the 
school another notch in people’s eyes.
Pastor Swan obtained donations through his 
Face Book account for 11 sewing machines for 
the women of the village. The women are going 
to sew uniforms for the students as part of the 
repayment for the machines. 
The kids look so happy in the pictures. They 
did well on the state exams and we are proud 
of the work they are doing. Donations are still 
needed on an ongoing basis to keep the school 
going.



STRING FIGURES by A. Johnston Abraham. 1988 
Reference Publica�ons, $12.00. B001

Describes the principal examples of funiculology (the 
art of making string figures) found throughout the 
world. Illustrated by 61 line drawings, it also provides 
instruc�ons for making them, and covers the historic, 
aesthe�c, technical, and psychic dimensions. World 
distribu�on of string figures, mythology, religious 
beliefs, taboos, and legends are also discussed.

CAT’S CRADLE: A BOOK OF STRING GAMES 
by Camilla Gryski. 1995  Kids Can Press (string 
included), $9.95. B002

All the basic moves for Cat’s Cradle are 
explained and the easy-to-follow instruc�ons 
make it simple to play. Twenty-one steps in all.

STRING  FIGURES AND HOW TO MAKE THEM by 
Caroline Furness Jayne. 1906, 1962 Dover  $15.95. 
B005

The “bible” of string figure books. 107 different 
figures with 950 illustra�ons of all the intermediate 
steps. Jayne tells where figures were collected and 
has a nice history of the art. Index, bibliography, and 
geographical distribu�on tables are included. Figures 
included: Lizard, Turtle, Stars, Ra�lesnake and a Boy, 
Skunk, Fox, Squirrel, Porcupine, Owl, Elk, and Rabbit.

CAT’S CRADLE by Anne Akers Johnson. 
1993 Klutz Press (Spiral bound, string 
included) $9.95. B010HB

Also available in Spanish: JUEGOS 
CON UNA CUERDA. $9.95 B010HBS 
SALE PRICE $5.95

Includes Jacob’s Ladder, Eiffel Tower, Cup & Saucer, Witch’s Broom, and 
the original Cat’s Cradle game. Color illustra�ons of each step. 

FASCINATING STRING FIGURES, 1996-99 
Interna�onal String Figure Associa�on, $6.95. 
B012

Twenty three figures from the String Figure 
Magazine including the world’s most difficult 
figure, Fox and Whale. Clear direc�ons, 
pictures for each step, and notes on the 
source.

KWAKIUTL STRING FIGURES by Julia Averkieva & Mark A. Sherman. 1992, 
UBC Press (Hard cover) $19.95. B013HB

102 string figures and 10 string tricks 
collected among the Kwakiutl Indians.  
Represent the most comprehensive 
Na�ve American string collec�on 
ever assembled from a single tribe. 
Characterizes the social condi�ons that 
prompted string figure making among the 
Kwakiutl. Noted step-by-step instruc�ons 
for each figure and transcribed tradi�onal 
accompanying chants. 

NA’ATL’O’ NAVAJO STRING GAMES by Don Mose. 2005  (Book with DVD) 
$25.00. B016

Forty pages in full color. Over 75 
illustra�ons. The book tells about 
the Navajo beliefs behind the string 
games and refers the reader to the 
appropriate track on the DVD. The 
DVD shows video of how to perform 
forty-three string figures.

FAVOURITE STRING GAMES by Camilla Gryski. 
1995 Kids Can Press (string included) $9.95. 
B019

Sixteen of Gryski’s favorite string games 
compiled from three of her previous books. 
Grab a string and try the Siberian House, then 
break the house and watch two people run 
away. Or make the Looper Caterpillar crawl up 
somebody’s arm! Plus Fish Spear, Apache Door, 
and more. Clear drawings and step-by-step 
instruc�ons demonstrate each move.

STRING STORIES:  A CREATIVE, HANDS-ON APPROACH FOR ENGAGING 
CHILDREN IN LITERATURE by Belinda Holbrook. 2002 Linworth Publishing, 
$36.95. B023

This is the first book that is dedicated solely to 
string figure stories. Learn about the history of 
string figures, and receive basic string figure 
instruc�ons, as well as �ps for performing 
string figure stories. Each of the 19 stories 
is accompanied by step-by-step illustrated 
instruc�ons for the figure. Includes: The Park, 
The Leprechaun, and The Mother and The 
Ogre from Crystal Brown; Saving the Princess 
from Philip Noble; Going Fishing from Brian 
Cox; and The Two Old Women from David 
Titus.

STRING GAMES by Richard Darsie. 2003 Sterling Publishing (Spiral bound, 
3 string included.) $14.95. B024WS

ALSO AVAILABLE IN SOFT COVER WITHOUT STRINGS - $7.95 B024

Enjoy crea�ng pa�erns from basic to flashy 
to 3D; the huge variety goes from beginner 
right up to very tricky and elaborate. Many 
of the games come from different ethnic and 
na�onal groups, so along with the basics of 
play, there are fun lessons that enhance 
cultural awareness and fascina�ng tales 
of the tribal origin of figures like “Walking 
S�cks of Old Woman” and “Pillars of the 
Sun.” Full instruc�ons & photo illustra�ons 
for twenty-four figures.

A LOOP OF STRING by Ruth Sto�er. 2009 Regent 
Press. $22.95. B026

The history of string figures shows them to be 
an important accompaniment to stories and 
chants in many cultures, especially the Pacific 
Rim countries. This how-to book carries on this 
tradi�on, providing stories that accompany 
direc�ons for making 21 plus string figures and 
stunts including: Japanese bu�erfly, Apache 
door, Siberian house, and frog.

NATIVE AMERICAN STRING FIGURES 
by David Titus. 2003 WRDSMTH 
Produc�ons, $5.99. B027

Book one of the “World Culture 
Series.” Easy direc�ons and drawings 
show how to make this sampling of 
the many Na�ve American string 
figures. Examples range from the 
Apache, Navajo, Kiowa, and Inuit: 
even a na�ve Hawaiian figure. Eleven 
figures including: Teepee, Kiowa 
Star, Navajo Drum, Navajo Hair Bun, 
Carrying Wood, and Hammock.

AFRICAN STRING FIGURES by David 
Titus. 2004 WRDSMTH Produc�ons, 
$5.99. B028

Book two of the “World Culture Series.” 
A sampling of figures found in Africa 
from the Egyp�ans and Berbers in 
the North to the Zulu and Bushmen in 
the South. Thirteen figures including: 
Mosquito, Yams, Batoka Gorge, Seven 
Diamonds, and Thirteen Diamonds. 
Easy direc�ons and clear illustra�ons.

NATIVE ALASKAN STRING FIGURES by 
David Titus with David Nicolai. 2007 
WRDSMTH Produc�ons, $5.99. B029

Book three of the “World Culture 
Series.”  Approximately sixteen figures 
from the Na�ve people of Siberia, 
Alaska, and Canada including: Fishing 
Spear, Scissors Series, Knots, Skin 
House, and Heart. Many show mo�on 
like Shoo�ng Arrow, Porcupine and 
Two Birds Flying. Clear direc�ons, step-
by-step illustra�ons, and source notes 
for each figure.

STRING MAGIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
by David Titus. 1997, 2005. 51 minutes. (String 
included) $14.95. DVD1 SALE PRICE $9.95

Over fi�y figures are shown with a combina�on of 
stories, instruc�on, and cultures from around the 
world. Direc�ons are given for over twenty figures, 
like Jacob’s Ladder, Cup and Saucer, Eskimo Fishing 
Spear, Scissors, Mosquito, Apache Teepee, and 
Eiffel Tower.

STRING FUN WITH THE PARABLES by David Titus. 1999, 2005. 45 minutes. 
(String included) $14.95. DVD2 SALE PRICE $9.95

This family video will give many hours of fun as the 
viewer watches how to make these exci�ng figures. 
Sunday School teachers, teachers, classrooms and 
individual children will truly have string fun with 
this video. Some of the figures taught include: Cup, 
Table, Manger, Star, Fox running to his hole, Temple, 
Good News Traveling to all the World, Zacchaeus, 
Two Fish, Five Loaves, Eye of the Needle, and 
Mouth Trick. Guide is included with related Bible 
verses and notes to parents and teachers for other 
uses.

DVD’S

BOOKS



SHARING WITH STRING 
THROUGH STRING 
MINISTRIES by David 
Titus. 2000, 2005. 32 
minutes. (String included) 
$9.95. DVD6

This video was produced 
to show the various ways 
that string figures and 
games could be used 
in Chris�an ministry. 

Whether from the pulpit, in the classroom or 
on the mission field, these figures and games 
can be used to help spread the Gospel Story 
and nurture the flock. Instruc�ons given for 
several figures including: Cross & Crucifix, 
Manger & Star, and Bound Hand. 

NEW! EXCITING 
CHRISTIAN STRING 
FIGURES by David 
Titus. Produced 
through String 
Ministries. 2009. 
42 minutes. (String 
included)  $9.95. 
DVD7

This video is 
designed to use 
with children and 
youth groups or individuals going on mission 
trips. The direc�ons are given right along with 
the messages. Things are shown at least twice 
and you can replay for more help. Some of the 
figures include the Crea�on story with a Star, 
Sun, Crocodile, Flea and Man. It also includes 
the Holy Spirit, Heart Beat, Drum and others. 

HOW TO MAKE THE 
DOG AND OTHER 
FAVORITE STRING 
TRICKS by Anne 
Glover. 2006. 44 
minutes. $19.95. 
DVD9 

From the super-
simple Star to a 
lively Dog running 
between your 

hands, a simple shoelace will never look the 
same! The use of slow mo�on and a variety 
of camera angles combined with Anne’s 
relaxed, conversa�onal explana�ons make 
the instruc�ons easy to follow. Includes: The 
Neck�e, Yam Thief, Climbing a Tree, House, 
Turtle and more.

BOOKS Price each #

B001 String Figures, Abraham $12.00

B002 Cat’s Cradle, Gryski $9.95

B005 String Figures & How To Make Them $15.95

B010HB Cat’s Cradle, Johnson $9.95

B010HBS Juegos con una Cuerda, Spanish Sale $5.95

B012 Fascina�ng String Figures $6.95

B013HB Kwakiutl String Figures $19.95

B016 Na’atl’o’, Navajo String Games Book w/DVD $25.00

B019 Favourite String Games $9.95

B023 String Stories, Holbrook $36.95

B024WS String Games, (spiral w/strings) $14.95

B024 S�ng Games, so� cover $7.95

B027 Na�ve American String Figures $5.99

B028 African String Figures $5.99

B029 Na�ve Alaskan String Figures $5.99

DVD’S

DVD1 String Magic From Around The World Sale $9.95

DVD2 String Fun With The Parables Sale $9.95

DVD6 Sharing With String Through String Ministries $9.95

DVD7 Exci�ng Chris�an String Figures $9.95

DVD9 How to Make the Dog $19.95

STRINGS
Strings are fused (no knot) nylon and come in approximately 
a dozen assorted bright colors. Available in two lengths; 
standard is 65” and long is 72”. Also available are standard 
length strings in five neon colors. Strings are made in the 
USA and are assembled by workers at Goodwill Industries 
who are paid for their hard work.

FUN FUND RAISER FOR YOUR SCHOOL!

Buy strings wholesale at twenty-five cents and make these teaching tools 
available by selling them 
individually for fi�y 
cents. (Wholesale pricing 
applies to bulk orders of 
1000 or more  strings.) 
See string prices on order 
form or call for special 
orders at (800) 357-9854 
or (580) 357-9854.

SUBTOTAL $

TAX OK residents only - add 8% (unless tax exempt) $

SHIPPING 10% of total order - $5.50 minimum $

Visa  MasterCard  Discover     TOTAL $

For other string related 
products visit us at:

  www.StringFigureStore.com

Credit cards and 
PayPal accepted. 

Secure Online Ordering! 

STRINGS Price each #

STANDARD LENGTH STRINGS (65”)

SR001 Individual Standard Length (65”) String $0.50

SR010 10 Standard Length Strings - Assorted Colors $4.00

SR025 25 Standard Length Strings - Assorted Colors $9.00

SR050 50 Standard Length Strings - Assorted Colors $16.00

SR100 100 Strings, Container $35.00

SR110 110 Standard Length Strings, Refill Bag $33.00

SRBK1 1000 Standard Length Strings, Bag $250.00

NEON STRINGS (65”)

SN001 Individual NEON String $0.60

SN110 110 NEON Strings, Bag $35.00

SNBK1 1000 NEON Strings $275.00

LONG LENGTH STRINGS (72”)

SL001 Individual Long Length String $0.60

SL110 110 Long Length Strings - Assorted Colors $35.00

SLBK1 1000 Long Length Strings - Assorted Colors $270.00

Card Number: _______________________________________________________

Expira�on Date: _____________________     

Phone: ____________________________

Name on Card: _______________________________________________________

Billing Address: ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Shipping Address (If Different): __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Send mail in orders with check, money order, or P.O. # to: 
String Figure Store, PO Box 1406, Lawton, OK 73502-1406 USA
Fax (580) 357-9787   Phone (800) 357-9854 or (580) 357-9854 

             ORDER FORM

DVD’S

Prices good through May 2011



ATTENTION TEACHERS
If you are wri�ng a grant or trying to explain the Educa�onal Benefits for a visit from David Titus 
“The String Man,” here are some terms to consider:

CROSS HEMISPHERE LEARNING
“BRAIN GYM” ACTIVITIES

RIGHT/LEFT BRAIN
STORYTELLING

MULTIPLE LEARNING STYLES
INTER GENERATIONAL

NATIVE AMERICAN
COOPERATION

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
STUDENT SUCCESS
MULTICULTURAL

READING

HOW I SPENT MY SUMMER VACATION

Camp Ray Bird in 
South Bend, Indiana 
has been buying 
strings for years to use 
with their campers. 
Each day they teach 
another string figure 
and a story to go with 
it. 
The camp staff like to 
teach more things on 
their off time so I flew 
up to South Bend and went to the camp. I taught the camp staff some new string figures and the stories 
that go with them. They were very excited about teaching them to the campers during the summer.
I was told one young camper worked his way through all the figures in one of my string figure books 
and earned another one to take home.

summer 
camps

libraries

I sure had fun this summer. Summer library programs 
are very different from school visits. All age ranges with 
adults included. 
For one system I did nine libraries in four days. I did get 
to cover a lot of the state and took a young man from 
church to help me at some of the programs. 
Stillwater had 700 kids in one day and Lawton had about 
600. That is quite a challenge with all the preschoolers 
in the group. 
It was a good summer.

BACK TO SCHOOL
As children become more involved with video 
games and TV, let’s give them an alternative.
Children actually put down their games to 
make string figures. They share them with one 
another or make things together. This activity 
is great for hand/eye coordination and left/right 
brain activity. Much of this learning is cross 
hemisphere learning and transfers to handwriting 
and other activities.
If Dave Titus has not been to your school in 
the last three years, it is time to have him. As 
an author of nonfiction books and DVD’s he 
can encourage your students to create their own 
materials. They can use the string figures for 
storytelling, invent their own figures or teach 
others. Fifth graders can become “string buddies” 
with the Kindergarten children.
Four hundred dollars for a day long series of 
workshops by grade level usually comes out to 
less than one dollar a student. Sell extra strings 
and you can pay for the ones that you give the 
classes. These are not empty calories but rather 
teaching tools that you are providing to the 
children.
EVERY student succeeds to some degree with 
this activity and the ADD - ADHD students are 
the best at it usually. They just jump in and try. It 
also helps some of those tactile and visual learners 
that are left out of some classroom activities.
Students can then buy one of Dave’s three 
books at only $5.00 each to continue the 
learning process. Imagine the joy of meeting an 
author, having one of his autographed books, 
and learning more from it to show others.
This is a great rainy day, inside recess activity. 
You can look up on the map to find where some 
of the figures came from. 
Start early in the year with this great experience 
and the students will be able to use it all year 
long. DAVE KNOWS HOW TO SEPARATE CHURCH & STATE. HE PRESENTS 

A VERY NICE AND EXCITING EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL PROGRAM.


